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SIR - Zac Goldsmith (Comment, May 25) states that the proposed Sainsbury's  development in White 
Hart Lane, Barnes, involves a "large new store".  In reality, the redevelopment of a former used-car 
showroom and workshop will involve a very small community store. These shops are normally about  
the size of a tennis court, but the proposed Barnes store will be one of  the smallest in the Sainsbury's 
Convenience estate. Sainsbury's was not involved at any stage during the planning process for the White 
Hart Lane redevelopment, which has been through all the relevant  statutory planning processes, with the 
opportunity given to local  residents and businesses to make their views known. 

     Lawrence Christensen, Director of Convenience, 

� �

�����	�2����� $
��	����#	�1��
��

The Editor, Daily Telegraph                                                                  31 May 07 

Sir 

Lawrence Christensen (Director of Convenience, Sainsbury's) with his talk of tennis courts, 
conjures up delightful images of balmy summer afternoons and tea on the lawn-a useful dis-
traction from the facts. At 4000 sq ft the proposed supermarket/convenience store/corner 
shop in Barnes (we agree that it isn’t a superstore) is at least six times larger than the aver-
age retail premises on this narrow thoroughfare, lined with terraced houses from the early 
1900s and a handful of small shops from the same period. The proposed development is 40 
metres from the river Thames and at the centre of an important Conservation Area. As Mr 
Christensen and his colleagues know, both of the planning applications by the developers, 
Oakmill Properties Ltd, were opposed robustly at every stage by residents, businesses and 
Richmond upon Thames Council. Even the Inspector at the planning appeal in November 
2006 remarked ‘I can see that a national supermarket occupying the whole of the retail space 
would be seen as a brash incomer, three independent retailers ….would be much preferred’.  
Can we suggest that Mr Christensen and his colleagues read Justin King’s claims in the intro-
duction to Sainsbury’s Corporate Responsibility Report 2006 ‘With every new scheme we un-
dertake, we do a full public consultation …….we have a long-standing policy of consulting 
with the local community whenever we open or make major changes to a store’. In Barnes 
and Mortlake we’re still waiting to hear from them.   

Charles Barber On behalf of the White Hart Action Group  SW13 
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